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Boer Goats – Thiamine Dosage for treating Goat Polio 
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·  �Temperature = 102.5 - 104 - This varies 
depending on the temperature of the goat's 
surroundings.   

·  Pulse rate = 70 - 80 beats per minute  
·  Respiration =15 to 30 per minute  
·  Rumen (stomach) movements = 1 - 1.5 per 

minute  
·  Puberty = 7 weeks - 8 months (separate 

bucks from does at 2 month)  
·  Estrus/Heat Cycle = 17 to 23 days  
·  Gestation = 143 to 155 days  
·  Life span:  

o Does = 11-12 years average age, 
but... usually the death in does is 
kidding related.  Does that are 
"retired" from breeding around age 

Normal Goat Health Information  
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10 live longer: 16-18 years (and I 
just recently found a doe who 
was 24; she was retired from 
kidding at age 10).  

o Wethers = 11-16 years average 
age  

o Bucks = 8-10 average age - 
bucks usually live shorter lives 
than does and wethers due to the 
stresses of going into rut each 
year.  

·  Full growth size: Most goats do not 
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Below is the Neocropsy report from my local Doctor, she has approved for me to use this as an 
educational piece to help other better understand what can happen with kidding complications 
and how much scaring can damage our Does, this particular Doe of ours was an awesome Doe 
(A picture is attached of her size, she had no other issues in the past of kidding but this particular 
time 2 years ago when she kidded I was not able to be here for her, when I arrived home from 
work she had past 3 large kids and one smaller doeling. The 3 larger kids appeared to me in a 
pile as if they passed out of her all at the same time, they were tangled, and in a pile and were 
dead by the time I got home, the smaller doeling was barely alive but I was able to save her, it 
was evident that she either came out last or first because she was off by herself. I knew at this 
time I was going to see some bad scaring from Natasha, but had no idea how bad. Last year she 
did not take, this year she did not take, then she started squatting as if she had a bad urinary 
infection, so I treated her with antibiotics for 10 days still no improvement. Then I put her in our 
stand to do a vaginal check on her and could not get my figures 1/2 inch into her, I then called our 
local vet, sadly you can see in the report below, we had to put her down. Keeping her alive would 
have been consisted of a very expensive surgery, a tube hanging from her the rest of her life 
(with infections) and she would never be able to breed again, per the doctor’s advice, we put her 
to rest. So my article below is to help others better understand the symptoms of vaginal scarring 
and damages and exactly what it looks like from the inside looking out after they cut the scarring 
membrane/tissue. It’s a sad event, but I could not find any education anywhere related to this 
particular situation, I hope it helps others. 
Terri Fryman 
 
Fryman Goat  
History: 5 year old Boer doe with 2 week history of intermittent hind end straining.  Last 
time the doe kidded she had quadruplets, three of which were found dead and tangled 
together.  Doe had been with buck earlier this year but pregnancy status was unknown. 
 Owner had given series of long-acting oxytetracycline (LA-200) and penicillin antibiotics 
since goat began straining two weeks ago, although no improvement was noted.  The 
doe had recently become anorectic. 
  
Examination:   Pulse was elevated (around 100 beats per minute), but temperature and 
respiration were normal.  Lung sounds were normal.  Rumen contractions were slightly 
decreased in frequency and small, hard fecal pellets were passed when goat was 
straining.  Small amounts of urine were also passed during straining.  A transabdominal 
ultrasound was performed showing that the doe was not pregnant, although dilated 
loops of the uterus were seen filled with fluid.  A manual vaginal exam revealed a fibrous 
membrane completely covering the vaginal vault cranial to the cervix preventing the 
passage of a hand or finger past about 5 centimeters into the vagina.  The urethral 
opening was unable to be palpated and attempts at passing a catheter into the urethra 
failed.  A serum biochemistry panel was ran and did not show any abnormalities.   
  
Outcome:   Because the doe was suffering and had a poor chance of survival, the owner 
elected for the doe to be humanely euthanized.  A necropsy (autopsy) was performed 
and showed a fibrous (scar-tissue) “wall” blocking the vaginal lumen and preventing 
passage of vaginal/uterine fluids out of the vagina.  The fibrous tissue was also blocking 
>90 % of the urethral opening into the vagina, which prevented urine from exiting the 
bladder.  The bladder was distended and filled with urine, but was otherwise normal. 
 The uterus was also filled with clear fluid (hydrometra), most likely due to the inability to 
pass normal vaginal discharge over time.   
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Discussion:   The fibrous membrane sealing the vaginal lumen may have been formed 
over time after the doe gave birth to quadruplets.  If three of the kids were tangled 
together and the doe passed all of them at the same time, significant trauma of the 
vagina may have occurred.  Ruminants have an amazing ability to heal quickly and 
sometimes build scar tissue around injuries before we recognize there is a problem. 
 This may have been the case with this doe, and over time the scar tissue resulted in an 
obstruction of the urethra.  Urethral obstruction is more common in male goats and 
sheep and is usually caused by uroliths (stones).  The doe in this case was exhibiting 
signs similar to those seen in male small ruminants that have obstructive urolithiasis 
(blockage of the urethra by stones) - straining to urinate, anorexia, etc.  Her inability to 
become pregnant also can be explained by the vaginal membrane because it would 
prevent sperm from entering the reproductive tract.   
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reach their full size until they are about three 
years of age. (They keep growing for about 
three years)  
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